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SUBJECT: SOVIET INSTALLATIONS AT BERBERA 

REF: STATE 137931 

1. TESTIMONY BY SECRETARY SCHLESINGER AND OTHER USG OFFICIALS 
ON DIEGO GARCIA HAS GENERATED INTEREST IN PEKING. NDNA 
REPORTED THE SCHLESINGER STATEMENT AND THE FOREIGN NEWS ITEMS 
DISTRIBUTED BY THE CHINESE HAVE CARRIED DETAILED REPORTS OF THE 
VARIOUS TESTIMONY. 

2. MAJOR TOPIC OF DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY IN PEKING THE PAST 
FEW DAYS HAS BEEN THE TESTIMONY ON SOVIET INSTALLATIONS AT 
BERBERA. SOMALI AMBASSADOR DARMAN HAS BEEN GOING AROUND 
TOWN DENYING THE EXISTENCE OF A USSR BASE IN HIS COUNTRY AND 
LABELLING THE SCHLESINGER AND NOTES TESTIMONY ON BERBERA A 
"PACK OF LIES". DARMAN ASKED FOR A COPY OF THE NOYES 
TESTIMONY WHICH I PROVIDED HIM BASED ON STATE 134645 AND 

HE WROTE ME A REPLY DENYING THE BASE ALLEGATION AND 
ENCLOSING A COPY OF THE AFP REPORT OF THE SOMALI FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S JUNE 1 1 PRESS CONFERENCE. 

3. 1 FEEL WE SHOULD TAKE ADDITIONAL STEPS HERE IN PEKING TO 
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KEENLY INTERESTED, WHATEVER INFORMATION WE FEEL IS USEFUL 
TO DOCUMENT THE SOVIET BUILDUP. THE CHINESE REPORT ON 
SCHLESINGER CONSPICUOUSLY OMITTED REFERENCE TO BERBERA. 

THE PITURES PROMISED IN STATE 137931 WILL BE USEFUL FOR 
SHOWING BOTH TO THE CHINESE AND TO OTHER DIPLOMATS. I WOULD 
ALSO APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND WHICH DEPARTMENT 
CAN SEND US BY CABLE FOR USE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS BEFORE THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS ARRIVE. IN PARTICULAR, I WOULD BE INTERESTED TO 
KNOW IF DEPARTMENT HAS TAKEN UP SOMALI OFFER FOR ON-SITE 
INSPECTION AT BERBERA AND, IF SO, THE RESULTS OF THAT VISIT. 
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